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in Floridais  “Florida continues fo lead the nation in developing
nothing less than economic suicide.”  innovative programs to ensure the health of our
—Gov. Reubin Askew, 1971
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spring, all you're
buying is a hole
in the ground.
You're not protecting
the water.”

—Jim Stsvemsan, Former Chirman
of the Horida Spriags Tusk Forca,

arrived in the 1530s, the site on the

banks of the Suwannee was inhabited by
Timucuan Indians who considered the springs
sacred and bathed without fear of attack by
neighbaring ribes.

In 1903, White Springs was enclosed with
concrete and coquina walls. Henry Ford and
Teddy Roosevelt were among the famous visitars
who came to take the healing waters. Since the
1980s, the spring rarely Aows.

Leg]nd has it that when Spanish explorers
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In 2011, a rush of memories greeted a tour by a group of senjors, all
lovers of Kissengen in their youth, when none could imagine their beloved
spring would soon cease to flow. A weedy puddle is all that remains.

FORGOTTEN TREASURE
GLENISERINGS

Iosed to the public and hidden in plain sight, Glen Springs
Clies in the middle of Gainesville on property awned by the
Elks Club. Gainesville's favorite swimming hole was

closed in 1970 when the city banned the practice of flushing
chiorinated water, used 5

weekly to cleanse the Grea 1959
pool, downstream into
Hogtown Creek.

Mearby residential wells,
septic tanks and fertilizer
use have significantly
impacted the spring flow I_\ .
and water quality. S W

Elks Club member Linda Califf, pictured, is leading a community
effort to clean the spring and pool. A community effort is
underway to restore Glen Springs, though it's unlikely to
re-open for swimming
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Every gallon of water
we pump from the Floridan
Aquifer - for our farms and
mi nd lawns and homes
- is one lass gallon available
for our springs and sprin
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FLOWING
ONCE MORE

GONVIGT
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groundwater
pumping, pollutants and
druugnt Poe Springs hit
record low flows in 2012
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serious degradation that can oceur in the

absence of planning and protection; a
2000 state report said about its polluted water
and reduced flow. During times of drought, the City
of Tampa pumps millians of gallons a day from the
Spring to a drinking water reservoir two miles away,
where coliform bacteria and other contaminants
are scrubbed by the city’s water treatment process.

Sulphur Springs is “a prime example of the

A popular swimming hole since the late 1800s,
Sulphur Springs was closed to the public
in 1986.

A
" The growth of algae in our springs is fueled
by sewage, manure and fertilizer, and it
makes me angry to see them this way.
When | hear the phrase, *l want my America
back this is what | think of: | want my Florida
back. | want my springs back. | want to live in a
state where It would be unthinkable that we the
people would allow the loss of such a priceless
natural legacy.
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POLLUTION BEFOULS
TAMPA LANDMARK

SUFEHURESERINGS
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FADED BEAUTY
PITISSERING

'he acclaimed 18th-century naturalist

William Bartram was so moved by the

extreme clarity of a Florida spring that he
described it as “the blue ether of another
world.” That description seemed apt when | first
visited Pitt Spring in 1992,

When | returned in 2011, | found that the

years have not been kind 10 this fading beauty
an Econfina Creek. The Northwest Florida Water
Management District completed a $1.3 million
restoration project here in 2012, but recurring
outbreaks of algae now tamish the spring.

.
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The Problem

Groundwater over-pumping and pollution from fertilizers, manure, sewage,
pesticides and other toxic chemicals are rapidly degrading the health of our
springs and aquifer - the source of drinking water for 90% of Floridians.
Over-pumping also increases the potential for sinkholes and makes the
freshwater layers of our aquifers susceptible to saltwater intrusion.

The Solutions

Restoring our springs isn't complicated. It requires using less water, stopping
pollution at its source, and retuming spring flows to levels that sustain diverse
and thriving ecosystems of plants, wildlife and people. But we need to act now,
before we lose our springs forever.

1.Visit a spring - and take a friend who's never seen one. Explore the real
magic and beauty of Florida

2. Use less water. Everything we do costs water, from imigating lawns and
turning on lights to deciding what to eat for dinner. It's up 1o us to make smart
water choices, every day.

3. Support Florida farmers who use water wisely, grow the right crop in the

right place, and avoid chemical fertilizers and pesticides. Shop local and buy
organic whenever possible. The quality of our food directly impacts the quality
of our water.

4. Grow native. Lawns and landscaping account for half the water used by
Florida households. Native plants and grasses don't need irrigation or
chemical fertilizers to sustain them. It's our choice, Florida: Do we want
artificially green lawns or naturally blue springs?

INGS WE CAN'DO

The Vision
Save Our Springs, Save Our Aquifer.

ogether, we can restore Florida's
iconic springs to their rightful health
and radiant beauty.

Healthy springs ensure clean drinking
water for everyone, provide habitat for a
vibrant array of plants and animals, and
breathe life into communities and
businesses. They delight the senses and
offer sanctuary for the soul.

Through education, commitment,
leadership and action, we can share this
priceless gift - one of the most beautiful
and productive aquifer systems in the
world - with our children and theirs,
for generations to come.

5. Stop pollution at its source. Pesticides on the lawn, fertilizers on the
tomatoes, cleaning products and medications flushed down the drain -
everything we use comes back to us in the aquifer - and ends up in our
springs and drinking water. Choose and use products mindfully.

6. Know your springshed. Even if you live far from a
spring, you may live in a “springshed;” an area where
withdrawing water, depositing animal and human
waste, and applying chemicals ta the land directly
determine the heaith of a spring.

7.Volunteer and donate to organizations working on
springs restoration, education and conservation. Connect
with local groups that use experience, sound science
and the law to pursue effective and timely solutions.

8. Be Informed. Speak Up. We are destroying Florida's springs with pollution,
over-pumping and regulatory neglect. It's time to call upon government
officials to enforce and strengthen the laws that protect our springs and
aquifer. Tell them to stop issuing Water Use Permits and costly subsidies that
aver allocate the resource and protect polluter profits more than our public
waters, Attend meetings where decisions are made, write letters, demand
accountability, and share your observations widely. Be vigilant: Florida's water
must remain a shared public resource, not a privately owned commodity.

Qur water should be held in public trust for all Floridians, now and future.

9. Let's develop a Florida water ethic and get politics out of our decisions
about water. For a start, we can create a balanced statewide Water Budget
based on peer-reviewed science and models that reflect the reality of
Florida’s hydrogealogy. We can require monitoring of all groundwater uses as.
the basis for effective conservation, We can abide by the Federal Clean Water
Act and make private polluters - not taxpayers - pay for cleaning up their own
messes, and use the savings generated to help fund springs and aquifer
restoration. We can embrace an economy that prospers by prioritizing clean
and sustainable water, food and renewable energy, and leaves Florida's
natural resources intact - and thriving - for our P
children and theirs.

10. Create your own springs project! Dream and
scheme, initiate and collaborate. All of us can be
voices for Florida's magnificent springs.

For more information, see our TAKE ACTION page:
SpringsEternalProjoct.org

Tent by Leskey Gambie, Co Diector,
t

‘Springs Ereral Project
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card 10 the nation and th
Qur springs are world-class treasures.
They deserve world-class protection.

As civilized people, we need to

develop ways to grow our food and
dispose of our waste without depleting
and deﬂilng the source of our water.

infinite. Withdrawals are exceeding
deposits in our bank of iiquld assets,
and saltw:

The average Flertdian uses a
excessive 134 gallons of fresh water
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We are all part of the problem, hul
together we can fix thi:

Here's what you can do right no
= Use less water. Be mindful of your

« Turn off the sprinklers, quit fertilizing,
and a spring will whispe
Half the gro

Pay aﬂentlnn to the people and
agencies that are responsible for
managing and protecting our
waters: they are not imn

he 0
The survl\rﬂl nf our springs
depends on public advocacy.

We get o decide.
Which path shall
we choose?
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We are creatures
of spirit, drawn fo
these sacred waters
body and soul.

Many may say they

‘We need brave political leaders and
nngaged cllizens who are v

Go to a spring

lnﬁay Dive in!
feol what a gift
beyond measure
it is to call this
place home.




designer Rick Kilby, are the Springs Eternal Project. Their collaboration fills museum walls, wraps
city buses, and continues to develop creative forms of & tional outreach inspiring Floridians
to valug, conserve and restore our precious waters. Learn more at SpringsEternalProject.org
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